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Prospects and Challenges in Bringing Nepal's Community
Forestry under Kyoto Protocol’s Carbon Trading Regime

Benktesh D, Sharma', Bhaskar S. Karky'. Neamindra Dahal’,
Nawaraj Chapagain’ and  Binod Busner'

Abstract

With 25 vears of successfid community forestey experience, Nepal nowe Stands as ¢ model of sueh
approaches i resonree management paradigm. The Kvoto Protocol hus permitted afforestation
and reforestation activities for the first comminnent period (2008-2012) Sor carbon trading under
the Clean Development Mechanism (COM). COM is the onby mechanism that forges partnership
hetween the indusivialised and developing countries in taking collective action for miricating
wnthropogenic greenhouse gay emissions, while meeting the sustuinable development objectives as
stated in Article 12 .of the Protocol. However, thix flexible mechanism 1ill dete renders compumiry
Jorestry ¢CEF) as ineligible. Studies have reveuled thuat carbon stored in communiny forests’ can also
he considered as non-rimber forest products, which when traded in emerging elohal carbon marker,
have the potential 1o hring additional benefits 10 the people in the form of inceme. This paper
ity to share the existing information wrd status on prospects and challenges in bringing the
Nepalt CF under the COM of the Kvoto Protocol regime.
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1. The Kyoto Protocol

The text of the Framework Convention on Climate Change was adopted at the United Nations in
1992 and opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in the same year. The
objective of the Framework Convention was to achieve stabilisation of the greenhouse gas (GHG)
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level fhat would prevent dangerous anthropogenic
terference with the climate system through the adoption of a Protocol, The text of the Kyoto
Protocol to the United Nations Frameweork Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was
adopted at the third session of the Conference of the Parties lo the UNFCCC in Kyolo, Japan, in
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